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constant turmoil since the Young Turk revolution of
1908, it is difficult indeed to find a " normaln year.
Though the year 1911-12 found the Turko-Italian War in
full swing, what few operations were carried on were re-
mote from the heart of the Empire, and in reality had lit-
tle effect on its economic life. Moreover, reasonably
complete statistics exist for that year, and the same can
be said of but few other years. The tables exhibit certain
phenomena. First, both revenues and expenditures apply
exclusively to the operations of the Imperial Govern-
ment. As in the United States, the various administra-
tive divisions such as vilayets, sanjaks, aud municipali-
ties have revenues and expenditures which are roughly
comparable to those of our states, counties or municipali-
ties. Second, Table I shows that the Turkish budget is
habitually unbalanced, the regular deficit during those
years included in the table being entirely typical of Turk-
ish fiscal experience. This fact in itself is of supreme im-
portance and implies continual borrowing. Third, actual
receipts had little relation to budgetary estimates, except
that they were uniformly much smaller. Fourth, as the
credits authorized by the Chamber of Deputies were con-
sistently far in excess of actual expenditures and even of
estimated expenditures, not to speak of estimated reve-
nues, an almost complete lack of parliamentary control
over the activities of the government is evidenced. It
will be observed that in several instances authorized ex-
penditures were more than 1QQ per cent greater than the
sums actually disbursed. Fifth, imperial receipts proved
to be quite inflexible or else the government's policy was
hopelessly shortsighted, for during the first years of the
Great War the resources of the treasury actually de-
clined, whereas prudence demanded that they be ex-
panded to the utmost limit.
Consideration of the territorial distribution of receipts
and expenditures (Table II) brings out several interest-

